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SUBJECT: PRESS MATERIAL 

1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT TOM WICKER OP-ED PAGE COLUMN NEW YORK 
TIMES FRIDAY AUGUST 6 HEADED "PRESIDENT AND SHAH." 

2. THE UNITED STATES WAS NOT EVEN OUT OF VIETNAM IN MAY, 

1972, WHEN RICHARD NIXON MADE AN OEFHAND, UNPUBLICIZED AND 
UNDEBATED DECISION THAT TIED THE NATION ALMOST AS INEXTRIC- 
ABLY TO IRAN. MR. NIXON ORDERED THE DEFENSE AND STATE 
DEPARTMENTS TO LET IRAN BUY ANY AMERICAN WEAPON IT WANTED 
SHORT OE NUCLEAR WARHEADS. 

3. IN THE MYSTERIOUS WAYS OF BUREAUCRACY, THAT APPARENTLY 
PRECLUDED EVEN THE MOST CURSORY REVIEW OR ANALYSIS OF THE 
SHAH'S MILITARY SHOPPING LIST, WITH THE RESULT THAT, SINCE 
1972, AMERICAN ARMS SALES TO IRAN HAVE TOTALLED $10.4 
BILLION. THE WEAPONS SOLD ARE SO SOPHISTICATED THAT LARGE 
NUMBERS OE AMERICANS ARE NEEDED TO HELP SERVICE AND OPERATE 
THEM; AND AT THE PRESENT RATE OE EXPANSION OF THE SHAH'S 
ARMED EORCES, THE 24,000 AMERICANS NOW IN IRAN MAY BE MORE 
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THAN DOUBLED BY 1980. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


4. IF THE SHAH WANTED TO START A WAR, MOREOVER, OR IF 

SOMEONE STARTED ONE WITH HIM, IRANIAN EORCES WOULD BE AS 
DEPENDENT ON THEIR AMERICAN ADVISERS (DOES THAT WORD REMIND 
ANYONE OE VIETNAM?) AS ON THEIR AMERICAN WEAPONS. OR IF, IN 
THE EVENT OE WAR, WASHINGTON PULLED THE AMERICANS OUT, THE 
SHAH'S FORCES WOULD BE LEFT ALL BUT HELPLESS. 

5. IE IT WERE NOT SO DANGEROUS, THE IRANIAN SNARL WOULD BE 
LUDICROUS. A STUDY BELATEDLY CONDUCTED BY THE SENATE 
EOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE NOT ONLY DETAILS THE SHAH'S 
PURCHASES, SUCH AS EOUR SPRUANCE-CLASS DESTROYERS MORE 
SOPHISTICATED THAN THOSE BEING BUILT EOR AMERICAN USE, AND 
80 F-14 GRUMMAN TOMCATS, AN AIRCRAFT SO COMPLEX EVEN THE 
UNITED STATES NAVY IS HAVING TROUBLE WITH IT; THE STUDY ALSO 
POINTS OUT THE DIPLOMATIC AND STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS OF MR. 
NIXON'S DECISION. 

6. SUPPOSE, EOR ONLY ONE PLAUSIBLE EXAMPLE, IRANIAN EORCES 
WERE TO BE ORDERED INTO ACTION BY THE SHAH IN SOME WAY 
DANGEROUS TO THE SURVIVAL OF ISRAEL, WHICH IS A MAJOR 
AMERICAN COMMITMENT. EITHER HIS AMERICAN WEAPONS AND HIS 
AMERICAN TECHNICIANS WOULD HAVE TO BE USED DESPITE THAT 
COMMITMENT AND AGAINST ISRAEL'S INTERESTS, OR THE AMERICANS 
WOULD HAVE TO BE WITHDRAWN, CRIPPLING IRAN'S MILITARY 
CAPACITY. 

7. THE LATTER COURSE SURELY WOULD NOT PLEASE THE SHAH, WHO 
JUST HAPPENS TO CONTROL A LOT OE OIL UPON WHICH THE UNITED 
STATES AND THE REST OE THE WEST ARE DEPENDENT. 

8. NOR IS THERE ANY QUICK WAY OUT OE THIS BOX. APPARENTLY 
IE THE UNITED STATES STOPPED SELLING ARMS TO IRAN NOW- 
ALTHOUGH THE SHAH IS CONSIDERING BUYING 250 TO 300 MORE 
AMERICAN EIGHTER PLANES, PLUS MORE OTHER EQUIPMENT-IT WOULD 
BE EIVE YEARS OR MORE BEEORE IRAN COULD HAVE THE NECESSARY 
EXPERTISE TO OPERATE THE WEAPONS SHE ALREADY HAS. LIKE 
BR'ER RABBIT STUCK IN THE TAR BABY, WASHINGTON IS THUS TO 
SOME EXTENT HOSTAGE TO THE SHAH FOR YEARS TO COME, NO 
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MATTER WHO IS PRESIDENT. 

9. ASIDE EROM THAT EACT-CHILLING AS IT IS IN THE CONTEXT 
OE THE MIDDLE EAST-THE IRANIAN ARMS MESS RAISES LARGER 
QUESTIONS, TO WHICH THIS YEAR'S PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES 
SHOULD ADDRESS THEMSELVES. EOR EXAMPLE: 

10. DOES IT MAKE SENSE EOR THE UNITED STATES TO HAVE SOLD 
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ANY COUNTRY IN THE MIDDLE EAST $10.4 BILLION IN ARMS SINCE 
1972? WHILE IT'S ARGUED THAT OTHERS WOULD PROVIDE THE 
WEAPONS IF WASHINGTON DIDN'T, AND IN THE CASE OF IRAN THAT 
IT WAS EXPECTED TO PROVIDE "REGIONAL SECURITY" AS BRITISH 

EORCES WERE WITHDRAWN FROM THE AREA, POURING WEAPONS INTO 
THE MIDDLE EAST ON SUCH A SCALE SEEMS TOO RECKLESS FOR ANY 
CONCEIVABLE GAIN. IN FACT, IRAN WAS NOT EVEN THE BIGGEST 
WEAPONS CUSTOMER OE THE UNITED STATES IN EISCAL I976-SAUDI 
ARABIA WAS, WITH IRAN SECOND. 

11. IS IT REALLY IN THE AMERICAN INTEREST EOR THIS NATION 

TO BE THE WORLD'S LARGEST AND MOST ZEALOUS ARMS MERCHANT? 
DOES EITHER THE DOMESTIC ECONOMY OR AN EFFECTIVE FOREIGN 
POLICY REQUIRE THE SALE OF $8.3 BILLION IN ARMS TO THE 
WORLD-THE AMERICAN TOTAL IN FISCAL 1976? ARE AMERICANS 
THEMSELVES SAFER FROM WAR AND DESTRUCTION BECAUSE OF THESE 
SALES? 

12. PERHAPS THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION IS WHETHER THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, NO MATTER WHO HE IS, OR OF 
WHICH PARTY, SHOULD HAVE THE PERSONAL POWER TO MAKE FAR- 
REACHING DECISIONS AS CASUALLY AS MR. NIXON APPEARS TO HAVE 
DONE ON ARMS SALES TO IRAN. THE EXECUTIVE NECESSARILY HAS 
GREAT LATITUDE IN THE CONDUCT OF FOREIGN POLICY AND SECURITY 
AFFAIRS, BUT THAT LATITUDE IS SUPPOSED TO BE EXERCISED 
WITHIN A SYSTEM OE CHECKS AND BALANCES, AND-SAVE IN EMER- 
GENCY-BY ORDERLY PROCESS OPEN TO QUESTION AND REVIEW. 

13. THE IRANIAN ARMS MESS SUGGESTS ONCE AGAIN THAT THE 
POWERS OF THE PRESIDENCY CAN BE AS IMPERIAL AS THOSE OF A 
SHAH. (END TEXT.) HABIB 
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